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Back to the Anastasis 
In early June, several of us moved from the 
Africa Mercy to the Anastasis in Tema, Ghana. 
Much of Bev’s and my preparation work for the 
Africa Mercy, in terms of identifying equipment 
was already done, and many of the personnel who 
were scheduled for the Africa Mercy were instead 
redirected to the Anastasis.  

Africa Mercy Update 
When I began this newsletter two months ago (it’s 
been a crazy two months, but no excuses), we 
anticipated a November/December delivery of the 
Africa Mercy. Since that does not seem to be 
forthcoming, the decision has been made to begin 
the Liberia field service with the Anastasis 
(haven’t we heard this before????) Those who 
have seen the ship recently tell me that the 
Africa Mercy looks like you could move aboard and 
start serving the people of Africa today, but some 
of the systems remain incomplete. Once the 
shipyard has completed its work, there will still be 
sea trials to test all the systems andn orientation 
for crew. Please pray for the staff in Newcastle 

and for the completion and delivery of the 

Africa Mercy. Many of the crew have moved to 
the Anastasis over the past several months, 
leaving a faithful remnant to see the project 
through to completion. I know that it was easy for 
me to become discouraged while I was with the 
Africa Mercy, so I can only imagine what it must 
be like for those who remain. 
 

Learning 
This has been and continues to be a season of 
learning for me, as I resumed a role I left in 2003 
when I transferred to the Africa Mercy.  We’ve 
experienced the growing pains that come with a 
turnover of 70% of a department’s staff, including 
most of the team leaders. Many of the Anastasis 
crew in HealthCare Services had elected to leave 

rather than transfer to the Africa Mercy and 
many who stayed changed positions within the 
department. Would you please pray that I would 

have wisdom and sensitivity as I lead this 

team? That I would know what to communicate 

and when and how? That I would know when and 

how to best encourage my staff? 

VVF 
Since we first explored the possibility of adding 
VVF surgery to our repertoire on the Anastasis, 
this program has been close to my heart. When I 
first learned of VVF more than seventeen years 
ago, as a young missionary nurse living in Sierra 
Leone, I didn’t fully understand the implications of 
the condition. Can you imagine what it would be 
like to be a young woman who has just lost her 
first baby after a prolonged labor and suddenly 
realizes that she can no longer control her urine? 
Instead she is continually wet and others find it 
unpleasant to be around her. In July we operated 
on nearly 30 women with VVF or similar conditions. 
At a dress ceremony I listened as some of them 
told their stories…”I lived alone in a hut behind my 
parents’ house. I thought I was the only woman 
with this problem. I will tell others about this and 
that there is help.” Speaking through 
interpreters, some spoke of the hope they had 
found in Christ. Nurses who came and translated 
remarked that they had learned a great deal about 
caring and wanted to emulate what they had 
observed on the ship. In January we will be able to 
assist 40 women and also provide training for two 
surgeons and 4-8 nurses. Would you pray with us 

for spiritual, physical, and emotional healing for 

the women who will come in January? And pray 

that their families will release them to come. 

Often they can’t decide for themselves, but it 

must be a family or community decision. This 

was a problem in July, so we treated fewer 

women than we could have helped. We’re 

working closely with a doctor in northern region 

to identify and transport patients to the ship. 
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Thoughts on Screening 
Our main patient selection days at the beginning 
of each field service are events that one either 
loves or hates. I’m one of the people who loves 
these days. For years, there was everything to 
love about screening. After all, I never had to say 
‘no’ to anyone. Instead, I handed out appointment 
cards for surgery, always saying ‘yes’ or ‘probably.’  
 
When I moved out of my role in the operating 
room, however, I also moved to a new position at 
screening. Now I stand at the main gate, armed 
with a penlight and a nail pouch full of tickets, one 
of three or four people who evaluate each person 
who has come in hope of surgery. They hear “free 
surgery” and ignore the details of the types of 
surgery. Sometimes it’s easy to smile and explain, 
“No, we don’t do surgery for headaches/back 
pain/anemia/infertility, etc.” A kind word or some 

gentle teasing 
and they 
eventually go 
on their way, 
satisfied that 
at least they 
tried and 
someone 
listened. It’s 

harder when we turn away someone because an 
operation won’t cure his serious condition or we 
don’t provide the kind of surgery that is needed. 
For each person I allow in for further evaluation, 
there are another four or five I turn away.  
 
Today, I still love screening. The days are long and 
can be frustrating, but overall there is a sense of 
anticipation. Those who receive appointment cards 
will be people we meet again, days, weeks or 
months later, as they come to the ship. We have 
the privilege of being part of their lives and 
bringing the message of hope and healing that 
comes only through Christ. So the next time you 

read about a screening day, would you please 

pray for strength, compassion and wisdom for 

the staff? 
 

Vacation 
With the delay in the arrival of the Africa Mercy, 
I was able to schedule my vacation this year for 
five weeks starting October 7. This meant I could 
surprise my brother and sister-in-law when they 
had Patrick & Libby christened and was also 
around to celebrate Patrick’s second birthday. I’m 
also grateful I was able to make a whirlwind trip 
to Michigan with my father to see my 
grandmother about 
10 days before she 
died. My apologies to 
those of you I did not 
get to visit during 
this trip home. It was 
planned on relatively 
short notice. Next 
year I should be 
home for a longer 
leave of absence and 
will try to fit in more 
visits.  

Key Dates 
Nov 19 – Dec 3: Assessment trip to Sierra Leone 
Jan 4: VVF Screening 
Jan 14: Advance team leaves for Liberia to 
prepare for our time of service there. 
Jan 16 – Feb 15: Dr Tony and Ann Giles will 
travel to the interior of Liberia to screen and 
schedule patients for maxillofacial and plastic 
surgery. 
Feb 2: Final Day of surgery in Ghana 
Feb 2007: Underwater survey or drydock? Trip to 
England to place equipment on the Africa Mercy 
Mar 2007: Anastasis moves to Liberia 
 
Thank you for your faithful support over the years, 

whether through prayers, finances, encouraging 

emails and cards, or just a kind word as our paths 

crossed. This Christmas, my prayer is that you will 

experience the wonder of the gift of eternal life that 

God gave us through his Son, Jesus Christ. 

With love and gratitude, Jean 


